
 

 

 
RWI Reading progression chart  

 
Current Sound Set Spelling Patterns Resources/Books 

to be used for 
Guided Reading 

Home books 
(Always to be sent 
home) 

Linked red words Book bands  
(Supplement to be 
sent home) 

Age related 
expectations 

Set 1 sounds 
Recognising NOT 
blending 
 
m - a - s - d - t - i - n - 
p - g - o - c - k - u - b - 
f - e - l - h - sh - r - j - v 
- y - w - th - z - ch - qu 
- x - ng – nk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Word Time 
Phase 2 games 

Practise sounds for 
home 

 Pink book band Nursery/reception 
dependent on 
starting points. 

Set 1 sounds blending 
cvc words 
 
 
m - a - s - d - t - i - n - 
p - g - o - c - k - u - b - 
f - e - l - h - sh - r - j - v 
- y - w - th - z - ch - qu 
- x - ng – nk 

CVC words including 
th, sh, ch 
Initial consonant blends 
sp, fl, sl, cr, dr 
Word endings  
-ss, -ll, -ck, -nk, -ve 

Ditties and ditty 
photocopiables 
 

Ditty black and white 
versions 
 

Ditties 
I, no, the, my, of, me, 
to 

Ditty book bag books 
(RWI linked) 
Pink/Red book bands 

Ditties end of spring 2 
–Reception 
 

Short vowels 
Consonants +th, sh, ch 
Double consonants  
ff ll  
Final consonants 
–ng, -ck, -nk -tch 

 
Green RWI 
Books 
 
 

 
Green black and 
white versions 
 

 
RWI Green and 
Purple 
All of the above and 

 Green book bag 
books (RWI linked) 
Yellow book band 
 

 
Green/Purple 
End of Year 
R/Autumn 1 – Yr 1 



Short vowels 
Consonants+ th, sh, ch 
Double consonants, tt, ll, 
ff, ss, zz 
Final consonants -ck, -nk, -
ng, 
Initial blends - tr, st, bl, sp, 
sw, bl, fr, fl, cr, spl 

Purple RWI 
Books 
 

Purple Black and 
white versions 

your, are, do, all, 
they, for, said, some, 
go, he, is, in 
 

Purple book bag 
books (RWI linked) 
Blue book band 

Set 2 beginning 
 
ay – ee – igh – ow – 
oo – oo – ar – or – air 
– ir – ou – oy 

Double consonants - tt, ll, 
ff, mm, pp, 
Final consonants   
-ve, -ng, -nk, -ck, -tch 
long vowels:  
ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, 
ar, ow, oy 
Root word with –ing, -ed,  
-s, syllables 

Pink RWI Books Pink Black and White 
versions 

RWI Pink 
All of the above and 
her, like, you, I’ve, 
call, there, so, want, 
she 
 
 

Pink book bag books 
(RWI linked) 
Green book band 
 

Pink 
End of Autumn 2 – Yr. 
1 

Set 2 established 
 
ay – ee – igh – ow – 
oo – oo – ar – or – air 
– ir – ou – oy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long vowels - ay, ee, igh, 
ow, ue, oo, ar, ou, oy, or, 
air, ir, 
Root word with 
-ing, -ed, -s, syllables 

Orange RWI 
books 

Orange Black and 
White versions 

Orange RWI 
All of the above and 
what, so, was, old 
 

Orange book bag 
books (RWI linked) 
 
Orange book band  
 
 

Orange  
End of Spring 1 – Yr. 1 
 

Set 3 beginning 
 
a-e – ea – i-e – o-e – 
u-e – aw – are – ur – 

er – ow – ai – oa – ew 
– ire – ear – ure – 

tious – tion 

Long vowel sounds 
ay, ee, igh, ow, oo  
compound words 
syllables 

Yellow RWI 
Books 

Yellow Black and 
White versions 

Yellow RWI 
All of the above and 
one, saw, were, their, 
who, tall, by, brother, 
watch, I’m, there, 
now, fall, any, where, 
school, small, wall, 
above, love 

Yellow book bag 
books (RWI linked) 
 
 
Turquoise book band  
 

Yellow 
End of Summer 1/2 – 
Yr. 1  



Set 3 established 
 
a-e – ea – i-e – o-e – 
u-e – aw – are – ur – 

er – ow – ai – oa – ew 
– ire – ear – ure – 

tious – tion 

Long vowel sounds ay, ee, 
igh, ow, ue, air, or, ir, oy, 
ar 
compound words 
syllables 
suffixes –ing, -ed, s for 
plurals 

Blue RWI Books 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purple book band  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue RWI 
All of the above and 
does, mother, other, 
two, could, because, 
why, water, anyone, 
over, son, through, 
once, here 

Purple book band  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue  
End of Autumn 1 – Yr 
2 
 
 
 
 

ay, igh, oo, ow, ue, 
air, or, ir, ear, ire, -ture, -
ure, our, tion, tious, cious, 
able, ible  
syllables 
suffixes: ing, ed,  s for 
plurals, 
ly, er, est, y, 

 
 
Grey RWI Books 

 
 
Gold book band 

 
Grey RWI 
All of the above and 
should, come, wear, 
buy, bought, thought, 
everyone, father, too, 
you’re, people, 
anyone, great, 
someone, another, 
walk, they’re, many, 
caught, worse, talk, 
yourself 

 
 
Gold book band  

 
 
Grey  
End of Spring 1 - Yr. 2 
 

   
RWI 
Comprehension 
 
 
 
 
 

 
White Book band 
 
Lime Book band 
 
Free Readers 

Revisit - Grey RWI 
All of the above and 
should, come, wear, 
buy, bought, thought, 
everyone, father, too, 
you’re, people, 
anyone, great, 
someone, another, 
walk, they’re, many, 
caught, worse, talk, 
yourself 
 

 
White Book band 
 
Lime Book band 
 
Free Readers 

RWI Comprehension 
End of Summer 1 – 
Yr. 2 
 

 

Oxford reading tree suggested progression 
Nursery Lilac Pink     
Reception Lilac  Pink Red Yellow Blue  
Year 1 Blue Green  Orange Turquoise   
Year 2 Turquoise Purple Gold White Lime Free Reader 

 


